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UM LAW SCHOOL HOODING CEREMONY SET FOR MAY 22 
MISSOULA -
A federal appeals court judge will send the University of Montana’s 1999 School of 
Law class into the legal world with advice about the responsibilities of lawyers Saturday,
May 22.
The law school’s 86th Hooding Ceremony features U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
Judge Stephen Trott of Boise, Idaho. The ceremony begins at 10 a.m. in the University 
Theatre with a processional led by a bagpiper. An American Indian honor song for graduates
will be sung by Jason Good Striker of Alberta. About 80 students are candidates for juris
%
doctorates.
Appointed to the federal bench in 1988, Trott is considered outspoken and direct by his 
colleagues on the circuit court and a fair judge by lawyers who have argued cases before him, 
according to the Almanac of the Federal Judiciary.
Trott served in the U.S. Department of Justice as an assistant attorney general in the 
criminal division from 1983 to 1986 and as an associate attorney general from 1986 to 1988.
He also was a U.S. Attorney for the Central District of California in Los Angeles during 1981-
-more-
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83. Before working for the federal government, Trott served in the District Attorney for Los 
Angeles County’s office from 1965 to 1982.
As a student at Wesleyan University in the early 1960s, Trott was a member of a folk­
singing group called the Highwaymen. Their recording of “Michael, Row the Boat Ashore” 
was No. 1 on the pop charts and sold more than a million copies in 1961 to earn a gold record. 
The group claimed another gold record the following year with “Cottonfields,” which rose to 
the top 20 on the pop charts.
The group broke up after college, and Trott went to Harvard Law School, where he 
graduated in 1965. The Highwaymen still perform occasionally. Trott still plays guitar once a 
week at a Boise restaurant and often serenades colleagues as they sit in airports waiting for 
connections, according to the Almanac of the Federal Judiciary.
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